An Exegesis of Matthew 24

Dispensationalists, such as Hal Linds&ym LaHayeor
others | i ke to #fApick athew2h waons e
and support their positisn concer ni ng.Ashe
close study will reveal, it teaches nothing similar to
dispensationalism.

A key to understanding this text is to pay particulan
ttention to the phrasesndi
that dayo (which is singul

To understand the context you must begin by readin
chapter 23, giving particular attention to vv. 29ff.
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1 Jesus came out from the temple and was going away
when His disciples came up to point out the temple
buildings to Him.

2 And He said to them, "Do you not see all these
things? Truly | say to you, not one stone here will be left
upon another, which will not be torn down."

In 23:38 Jesus had told them that their house would be Igft
to them desolate. He eontinuing with that thought as chapter
24 begins.

3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will
these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the age?"

The 12 (or at least some of them) came to Jesus to get H
to expound further. They could not imagine a world without
the Temple, especially since they knew Jesus was about [to
establish His kingdom. They thought they were only asking
one question but they we actually asking Him two: 1) When
will these things happen (referring to the destruction of th
Temple) and 2) What will be the sign of Your coming and of
the end of the age? Jesus, in the remainder of 24 answers b|
guestions.
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4 And Jesus answere@nd said to them, "See to it that
no one misleads you.

5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'l am the
Christ," and will mislead many.

6 "You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars.
See that you are not frightened, for those things must take
place, but that is not yet the end.

7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, and in various places there will be
famines and earthquakes.
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Kik, p. 93..

filt was not long after the Olivet Discourse that strife,
insurrections, andvars were filling both Palestine and other
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A @rBuent ttimeNerBefe was an uprising against them in
Alexandria. In Seleucia 50,000 were slain. In Caesaria a battle
between Syrians and Jews divided maiiages and towns
into armed camps é Acts 11: 2
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I famine that spread not only in Judea but other parts of the
world, and like all famines, it was followed by pestilences that
caused the death of thousands. And as to earthquakes, many
are mentioned by writers during a period just previous to 70
AD. There were earthquakes in Crete, Smyrna, Miletus, Chios,
Samos, Laodocea, Hierapolis, Colosse, Campania, Rome, and
Judah. ¢é of Fompeii was dagnaged by an earthquake
occurring Feb. 5th, 63 AD.

8 "But all these things are merely the beginning of
birth pangs.

9 "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will
kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My
name

Acts 12:2; all Apostles were put to death except for John.

10 "At that time many will fall away and will betray
one another and hate one another.

Tacitu$ [15.44] Such indeed were the precautions of
human wisdom. The next thing was to seek means of
propitiating the gods, and recourse was had to the Sibylline
books, by the direction of which prayers were offered to
Vulcanus, Ceres, and Proserpina. Juno, too, was entreated by
the matrons, first, in the Capitol, then on the nearest part of the
coast, whace water was procured to sprinkle the fane and
image of the goddess. And there were sacred banquets and
nightly vigils celebrated by married women. But all human
efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitiations
of the gods, did not bast the sinister belief that the great fire
was the result of an order. Consequently, to get rid of the
report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite
tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called
Christians by the populace. @tus, from whom the name
had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of
Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius
Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for
the moment, again broke out not only in Judathe first
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2 Tacitus,Annals of Imperial Rome
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source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideoys
and shameful from every part of the world find their cente
and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made

all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime ¢
firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every
sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins

beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed
crosses, owere doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as
nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered
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his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a show in the

circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of a
charioteer or stoodloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals
who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arg
a feeling of compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for the
public good, but to glut one man's cruelty, that they werge
being destroyed.

11 "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead
many.
12 "Because lawlessness is increased, most people's

love will grow cold.

13 "But the one who endures to the end, he will be
saved.
The fiendd of Jesl@®s d&lBam. ylbluk

betrayed even by parenand brothers and relatives and
friends, and they will put some of you to death, and you wil
be hated by all because of My name. Yet not a hair of your
head will peri sh. By your e

14 "This gospel of the kingdom shallbe preached in
the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then
the end will come.

The Gospel was preached to all the world before 70 AQ.
Acts 2:5, ANow there were |
men from every nati on8,unidreir
thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because yo
faith i s being procl ai med
Colossians 1:6 & 23, it he g
as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and
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nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress
upon the land and wratio this people; and they will fall by
the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

16 then those who are in Judea must fleeotthe
mountains;

17 Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get
the things out that are in his house.

18 Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his
cloak.

Eusebiud (260-340 AD), Book 3, Ch. 5.

After Nero had held the power thirteen years, and Galba
and Otho had ruled a year and six months, Vespasian, who had
become distinguished in the campaigns against the Jews, was
proclaimed sovereign in Judea and received the title of
Emperor from the armieshere. Setting out immediately,
therefore, for Rome, he entrusted the conduct of the war
against the Jews to his son Titus. For the Jews after the
ascension of our Saviour, in addition to their crime against
him, had been devising as many plots as theydcagainst his
apostles. First Stephen was stoned to death by them, and after
him James, the son of Zebedee and the brothdolnf was
behieaddkd, #@k finally James, the first that had obtained the
episcopal seat in Jerusalem after the ascension of our Saviour,
died in the manner already described. But the rest of the
apostles, who had been incessantly plotted against with a view

n d to thaeirndestructiprg and Wwad Ibéen driaein mut gfdhe tandlof v

Judea, went unto all nations to preach the Gospel, relying
upon the power of Christ, who had said to them, "Go ye and
make disciples of all the nations in my name."

But the people of the church inerlisalem had been
commanded by a revelation, vouchsafed to approved men
there before the war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain

e wwn of Perea callpd Rela. Ahde whanstlzoseehat, believedviro L
I stChriat\Had come thiher fn@mJerusdlem, then, as if thalro

city of the Jews and the whole land of Judea were entirely

t Hestitute ofthayurten, the ludgmewt lfdGbdeat lemgdhrovedookd
o stippselwhovhadi cemmittéd sech outoages against Clyrist and hig

apostles, and totally destroyed that generation of impious men.

increaing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day But the nhumber of calamities which every where fell upon the

you heard of it and wunder st
indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and
steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel
that you have heard, hich was proclaimed in all creation
under heaven, and of which |

15 "Therefore when you see theaBOMINATION OF
DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader
understand),

Luke 21:202 4 : A" But when you s-&
by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near. The¢n

e

those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and thgse

who are in the midst of the city must leave, and those who afe
in the countrymust not enter the city; because these are days
of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be
fulfilled. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
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inhabitants of Judea were especially subjected, the thousands
of men, as well as women and children, that perished by the
sword, by famine, antly other forms of death innumerable

all Fhase things,vas well asdhe enang great sieges wheh wede
carried on against the cities of Judea, and the excessive.
sufferings endured by those that fled to Jerusalem itself, as to
a city of perfect safety, anfihally the general course of the
whole war, as well as its particular occurrences in detail, and
how at last the abomination of desolation, proclaimed by the
prophets, stood in the very temple of God, so celebrated of
old, ¢he temp@d vehich vgas mow @wadirdsetatal and final
destruction by fire- all these things any one that wishes may
find accurately described in the history writtendmgephus

® EusebiusThe Church History
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